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meeting notes from 
DAG #2 are posted 
on the PPS Bond 
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Community 
Agreement
Updates



COMMUNITY AGREEMENTS  

1. We embrace student-first thinking.



COMMUNITY AGREEMENTS  

2. We approach conversations with curiosity and 
question our assumptions, understanding that multiple 
solutions or approaches can exist at the same time and 
all be true.



COMMUNITY AGREEMENTS  

3. We assume positive intent and respect one 
another through our words and actions.



COMMUNITY AGREEMENTS  

4. We understand that we all can’t get what we want.



COMMUNITY AGREEMENTS  

5. We encourage a variety of voices in our process, 
and make space for different communication styles 
and preferences.



COMMUNITY AGREEMENTS  

1. We embrace student-first thinking.
2. We approach conversations with curiosity and question our 

assumptions, understanding that multiple solutions or approaches 
can exist at the same time and all be true.

3. We assume positive intent and respect one another through our 
words and actions.

4. We understand that we all can’t get what we want.
5. We encourage a variety of voices in our process, and make space 

for different communication styles and preferences. 



Schedule Updates



PROJECT TIMELINE

Design
Development
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Comprehensive 

Master Plan
 

Schematic 
Design

 

Permit 
Documents

 

Ready for 
Construction!
 

We are 
HERE

TYPICALLY 
24-36 MONTHS

TYPICALLY 
18-24 MONTHS

2023-24 
Comprehensive 

Planning
 



PROJECT TIMELINE

We are 
HERE

(April 2024 - December 2025)

Tentative 
Bond Vote 

May ‘25

Tentative 
Bond Vote 

Nov ‘25



What We Heard at 
DAG#2 
Results of This!/Not 
That!



WHAT WE HEARD - THIS! / NOT THAT!

THIS! 
Place a green dot on any image that reflects the project vision, 
Feels right for this location,
Represents Ida B. Wells High School,
Feels like an exciting place to go to school

NOT THAT! 
Place a red dot on any image that does not reflect the project vision, 
Does not feel right for this location,
Does not represent Ida B. Wells High School,
Does not feel like an exciting place to got to school



WHAT WE HEARD - THIS! / NOT THAT!



Connect with Nature.
The highest number of “green dots” and most 
positive comments revolved around designs 
that connect the building to the surrounding 
nature, feature views of nature, and provide 
students with places to sit/gather either 
outdoors or near large windows. 

Other features like visible green roofs, natural 
materials (wood), and natural landscaping 
were all favored.

WHAT WE HEARD - THIS! / NOT THAT!

THIS!



Occupiable Outdoor Space.
Large covered outdoor spaces, pathways filled 
with seating alcoves, covered walkways, and 
active courtyard spaces felt welcoming and 
flexible. 

Many comments highlighted the importance of 
covered outdoor space in our rainy climate.

WHAT WE HEARD - THIS! / NOT THAT!

THIS!



Warmth and Texture.
In façade aesthetics, organic, natural, and 
warm aesthetics were generally favored.  Some 
favored brighter colors and some felt bright 
colors would be out of place in the 
neighborhood. 

Façades with texture and multiple scales of 
façade elements were favored over those with 
a more monotone approach.

WHAT WE HEARD - THIS! / NOT THAT!

THIS!



Prominent Windows.
Designs that feature large windows that feel 
transparent and connect the school more to 
the community are favored over those that 
have smaller windows or ones where the 
windows are covered with shading devices or 
are otherwise disguised.

More transparency was associated with a 
more welcoming atmosphere.

WHAT WE HEARD - THIS! / NOT THAT!

THIS!



Heavy and Cold Materials.
Brick and Metallic façades were the most 
disliked exterior materials.  Façades that are 
obviously metal paneled and those that are 
very stark in the color or application were 
generally disliked.  

WHAT WE HEARD - THIS! / NOT THAT!

NOT THAT!



Not Feeling like a School.
Some façades were criticized for feeling too 
residential, too institutional, or too much like an 
office building.  Some design elements that 
seem to trigger these comments: cool or 
starkly light colors, grey, larger scale vertical 
elements with a regular application.

WHAT WE HEARD - THIS! / NOT THAT!

NOT THAT!



Maintenance.
Concerns are raised about designs that appear 
too difficult to maintain, don’t seem durable, or 
would look or feel run down over time..  

Inclusivity and Usability.
Issues related to accessibility, visability, and 
usability were noted.  Spaces/shapes that felt 
exclusive rather than inclusive, spaces that 
aren’t practical or easy to navigate for all users 
were brought up as concerns.    

WHAT WE HEARD - THIS! / NOT THAT!



https://forms.gle/UMUBPaQumEMZQ4pT8

Other Takeaways?



Façade Studies 



PROJECT VISION 

The new Ida B. Wells High School will 
embody the legacy of its namesake, 
shining a light on her commitment to 
truth, transparency, and justice.



Illuminating
Expansive
Multifaceted
Visionary
Centering

 



Tapestry: a woven fabric of diverse threads and colors, creating a rich 
and intricate whole

DESIGN CONCEPT

Weave Inspiration



FAÇADE CONSIDERATIONS

Project Vision & Design Concept 
Daylight and Views 
Sun Exposure
Surrounding Buildings
Natural Surroundings
Material Durability, Maintenance, and Sustainability
Material Costs
DAG Meeting #3 Feedback
Community Input



FAÇADE INSPIRATION



FAÇADE STUDIES



FAÇADE ELEVATION STUDY #1



FAÇADE ELEVATION STUDY #2



FAÇADE ELEVATION STUDY #3



FAÇADE ELEVATION STUDY #1



FAÇADE ELEVATION STUDY #2



FAÇADE ELEVATION STUDY #3



FAÇADE - MATERIAL AND COLOR



FAÇADE - COLOR STUDIES



FAÇADE - MATERIAL EXPLORATION

Cost TBD TBD TBD

Durability MEDIUM HIGH HIGH

Maintenance LOW LOW LOW

Lightweight YES YES NO

Embodied Carbon LOW MEDIUM HIGH

Supports Design 
Concept YES YES MORE DIFFICULT TO ACHIEVE

Metal Cementitious Panel Brick



SW PERSPECTIVE



WEST FACADE



Feedback?

https://forms.gle/UMUBPaQumEMZQ4pT8



Site Updates



SITE PLAN 



APPROACH DIAGRAM - GRANDSTAND OPTION EAST



SITE SECTION - GRANDSTAND OPTION EAST



VIEWS - GRANDSTAND OPTION EAST



VIEWS - GRANDSTAND OPTION EAST 



VIEWS - GRANDSTAND OPTION EAST 



OVERALL SITE PLAN - GRANDSTAND OPTION WEST



APPROACH DIAGRAM - GRANDSTAND OPTION WEST 



SITE SECTION - GRANDSTAND OPTION WEST



VIEWS - GRANDSTAND OPTION WEST



VIEWS - GRANDSTAND OPTION WEST



VIEWS - GRANDSTAND OPTION WEST



GRANDSTAND LOCATION OPTIONS PROS / CONS



Break!

Feedback?

https://forms.gle/UMUBPaQumEMZQ4pT8



Feedback 
Exercise



FEEDBACK EXERCISE

This survey is organized into 6 
sections, each of which 
includes a series of images that 
could represent spaces similar 
to those in the new IBW High 
School.  Review the images and 
rank how you feel about them, 
ranging from "NOT comfortable 
/ welcoming" to "VERY 
comfortable / welcoming", and 
then share a little about each 
ranking. All questions are 
optional.  Thank you for your 
time!”

“



NEXT STEPS

CMGC Onboarding in September

Listening Session Recruitment Ongoing

DAG Meeting #4 September 18th

Community Design Workshop September 22nd Feedback?

https://forms.gle/UMUBPaQumEMZQ4pT8




